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QUESTION AND ANSWERS: TENDER PASA-T-2024-05                                                                               

 

1. Question:  

Are there any permitting requirements that need to be applied for by the contractors? Are there 

EIA requirements for the project? 

Response:  

Environmental Authorisation and Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

The successful bidder will be required to appoint an independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner to undertake an environmental impact assessment (EIA) over the approved/ 

agreed area(s) targeted for the seismic survey. Under normal circumstances, as guided by the 

EIA regulations, when an application for a reconnaissance permit is involved, the EIA process 

will require the following: 

a. Lodgement of the Environmental Authorisation (EA) application 

b. Commissioning of an EIA process aimed at identifying and assessing potential 

environmental and socio-economic impacts of the proposed activity(s).  

c. Submission of the basic assessment report (BAR) and Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPR) within 90 days or 140 days from the date of lodgement. 140 days 

applies where additional time is required by the Environmental Consultant to address 

issues that were not envisaged when undertaking the process.  

d. The BAR includes the results of the public consultation process undertaken during the 

EIA process. Public consultation process undertaken as part of the environmental impact 

assessment process does not involve obtaining consent to access the private property. 

That is a separate process.  

e. Review of the BAR and EMPR by the relevant authority within 107 days from the date of 

receipt. 
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Petroleum Agency SA foresees that an application for environmental authorisation may not be 

required, however, the proposed seismic survey and/or other geophysical data acquisition surveys 

may have associated environmental and/or socio-economic impact, therefore an environmental 

impact assessment must be undertaken. 

An assessment of the potential impact of the seismic survey on traffic may be required as part of 

the EIA and must include the development of a traffic control plan. 

PASA is engaging with the Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment to clarify whether 

an environmental authorisation will be required or not. 
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2. Supporting administrative, geological and environmental geospatial data and 

information for the onshore 

A data room for online viewing of available legacy seismic and associated well and geological 

information was setup (for the purposes of a proposal) to assist bidders with understanding the 

geology and complexity of the subsurface over the area. 

Basic spatial data in the form of ESRI shapefiles have been prepared for uploading on the relevant 

e-portal and Agency website for bidders to access to support their planning and logistics efforts (for 

the purposes of a proposal). 

 
A MAP INDEX showing the locations of major towns, legacy seismic and the 1:250 000 

topographic/geological map index sheet is provided. Bidders are referred to the websites of national 

departments and/or institutions to access administrative, geological and environmental related 

geospatial data and information as follows: 

▪ Chief Directorate: National Geospatial Information (CD: NGI) – administrative and cadastral 

geospatial data and information 

▪ Council for Geoscience (CGS) – geological and geophysical geospatial data and information 

▪ Department of Fisheries, Forestry and the Environment (DFFE) – protected areas 

 

3. Administrative/Cadastral Information 

The Chief Directorate: National Geospatial Information under the Department of Agriculture, Land 

Reform and Rural Development hosts the National Geospatial Geoportal. The Geospatial Portal 

facility provides a Geographical User Interface (GUI) for CD: NGI clients to interact with geospatial 

data and to download data content made available in the geoportal <click to access the National 

Geospatial Portal>.  

The data in the geoportal is arranged according to predefined workspace tabs and Catalogue 

(Catalog) information. The Catalogue (Catalog) contains data for download. Searching the 

Catalogue (Catalog) will require basic knowledge of CD: NGI map reference indexes and the file 

naming conventions. A user manual is available on the geoportal under the Help Menu <click to 

access the user manual>. 

4. Geological Data and Information  

The Council for Geoscience (CGS) is the national custodian of all geoscientific information and its 

dissemination to stakeholders and clients. According to the Geoscience Act (Act No. 100 of 1993) 

http://www.cdngiportal.co.za/cdngiportal/
http://www.cdngiportal.co.za/cdngiportal/
http://cdngiportal.co.za/CDNGIPORTAL/docs/Manual.pdf
http://cdngiportal.co.za/CDNGIPORTAL/docs/Manual.pdf
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and its Amendment (Act No. 16 of 2010), geoscientific data and information records published by 

the CGS in the form of maps, documents and databases are available to stakeholders and clients. 

 

The Council for Geoscience hosts an Interactive Web Portal <click to access the interactive web 

portal> which was developed to facilitate the sharing of data and information with stakeholders and 

clients. Data uploaded on this portal is available at no cost and are subjected to the conditions 

stipulated in the License Agreement. 

A Getting Started user guide is available from the CGS web portal. <click to access the Getting 

Started User Guide> 

 

5. REGISTER of Protected Areas (PAR) 

According to the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act (Act 57 of 2003), the 

Department of Fisheries Forestry and the Environment maintains a register called the Register of 

Protected Areas. 

In 2012 a multi-user spatial database on Protected Areas was developed. The Register of Protected 

Areas was developed for reporting and mapping purposes of PROTECTED and CONSERVATION 

AREAS which are included in this database. 

All legally declared Protected Areas can be searched and viewed using the Protected Areas 

Register (PAR) Interactive Map <click to access the PAR>. 

The database is called the Protected and Conservation Areas database (PACA) and comprises of 

all data required for the Register of Protected Areas as well as data on Conservation Areas (areas 

responsibly managed for biodiversity conservation but not legally declared as protected areas). 

 

 

https://maps.geoscience.org.za/portal/apps/sites/#/council-for-geoscience-interactive-web-map-1
https://maps.geoscience.org.za/portal/apps/sites/#/council-for-geoscience-interactive-web-map-1
https://maps.geoscience.org.za/portal/sharing/rest/content/items/d56f77b80ba547bdb73e873d6c15d522/data
https://maps.geoscience.org.za/portal/sharing/rest/content/items/d56f77b80ba547bdb73e873d6c15d522/data
https://dffeportal.environment.gov.za/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7e27f116dd194c1f9d446dacc76fe483
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